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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method for communicating data comprising: 
receiviig a first request at a cache server, the 

first request having an associated first content item and 
sociated header portion; 
comparipng the first content item and the header 
portion to predefined criteria; 

generating a second request based on the criteria, 
the header portion and the first content item, the second 
request being associated with a second content item; and 

retrieving the second content item based on the 
second reque st . 

2. The method for communicating data according to 
Claim 1, wh€;rein the header portion comprises a hypertext 
transport protocol header portion and wherein comparing 



the request 
examin 
portion ass 



comprises : 

:.ng a hypertext transport protocol identifier 
ociated with the first content item; 



compar ing 



identifier 



compar 
portion to 



Claim 2, 
match crite: 



the 



hypertext 



transport protocol 



portion to the criteria; 
examining the hypertext transport protocol header 
portion associated with the first request; and 

ing the hypertext transport protocol header 
the criteria. 



le method for communicating data according to 
wherein the predefined criteria comprises a 
ria and an associated transform. 
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The method for communicating data according to 



Claim 3, wherein 
rule indicating 



the transform comprises at least one 

Dw to modify the hypertext transport 

protocol identifier portion associated with the first 
request to generatje the second request . 
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5, The method for communicating data according to 
Claim 3, wherein the transform comprises at least one 
rule indicating ajn element associated with the hypertext 
transport protocol header portion of the first request to 
be associated with the hypertext transport protocol 
identifier portion of the second request. 

6. The method for communicating data according to 
Claim 3, where j/n the match criteria comprises at least 
one entry, each/ entry comprising a portion of a hypertext 
transport protqcol identifier and comparing the hypertext 
transport protiocol identifier portion to the criteria 
comprises comparing each entry to the hypertext transport 



protocol ident 

7 . The 
Claim 1, whe 
comprises : 



retrieviU' 



Lfier portion of the first request. 

method for communicating data according to 
rein retrieving the second content item 



the second content item based on the 
second request from the cache server when the second 



content item 



is available from the cache server; and 



retrieving the first content item based on the first 



request from 
item is unava 

8 . The 
Claim 7, wh^ 
the first cor 
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liable from the cache server. 

method for communicating data according to 
rein the second content item is related to 
tent item. 
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9. The/ method for communicating data according to 
Claim 7, wherein the second content item comprises a 
version of the first content item customized in response 
to data in tthe header portion associated with the first 
request . / 

10. The method for communicating data according to 
Claim 1, wWerein generating the second request comprises: 

addind a hypertext transport protocol identifier 
portion of the first request to a hypertext transport 
protocol d/dentifier portion of the second request; and 

assotpiating an element associated with the header 
portion associated with the first request with the 
hypertext! transport protocol identifier portion of the 
second request . 
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11. A syst 



a computer 
an applica 



for communicating data comprising: 



15 



readable memory; 

tion stored in the computer readable 
memory and operable to: 

recei^'-e a first request at a cache server, the 
first request having an associated first content item and 
having an assoc lated header portion; 

compare the first content item and the header 
portion to predefined criteria; 

generate a second request based on the 
criteria, the header portion and the first content item, 
the second reqpest being associated with a second content 
item; and 

retrfieve the second content item based on the 
second request 
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12 . The I system for communicating data according to 
Claim 11, vlherein the header portion comprises -a 
hypertext trajnsport protocol header portion and wherein 
the application is further operable to: 

examine a hypertext transport protocol identifier 
portion assocliated with the first request; 

compare the hypertext transport protocol identifier 
portion to thk criteria; 



examine 



portion associated with the first request; and 



compare 



portion to the criteria 



13. The 
Claim 12, wh 
match criteri 



the hypertext transport protocol header 



the hypertext transport protocol header 



system for communicating data according to 
erein the predefined criteria comprises a 
a and an associated transform. 
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14 . The systiem for communicating data according to 
Claim 13, wherein! the transform comprises at least one 
rule indicating luow to modify the hypertext transport 
protocol identifiier portion associated with the first 
request to generate the second request . 
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15. The system for communicating data according to 
Claim 13, whereiJn the transform comprises at least one 
rule indicating kn element associated with the hypertext 
transport protocol header portion of the first request to 
be associated /with the hypertext transport protocol 
identifier portiion of the second request. 



16. The system for communicating data according to 
15 Claim 13, wheriin the match criteria comprises at least 
one entry, each entry comprising a portion of a hypertext 
transport protocol identifier and comparing the hypertext 
transport protocol identifier portion to the criteria 
comprises comparing each entry to the hypertext transport 
20 protocol identjifier portion of the first request. 
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17. The system for communicating data according to 
Claim 11, wheifein the application is further operable to: 



retrieve 
request from 



item is available from the cache server; and 



retrieve 
request from 
item is unava:. 



18. The 
Claim 17, 
the first c 



the second content item based on the second 
the cache server when the second content 



the first content item based on the first 
the origin server when the second content 
lable from the cache server. 



system for communicating data according to 
whelrein the second content item is related to 
ont.ent item. 



DALOl : 529725 . 2 
066241 . 0111 



At 
06 



torney Do. 
6241 , 0111^ 




No. : 



^TENT APPLICATION 



24 



19. The jbystem for communicating data according to 
Claim 17, wherein the second content item comprises a 
version of the first content item customized in response 
to data in tJie header portion associated with the first 
request . / 

20. The system for communicating data according to 
Claim 11, wherein the application is further operable to: 

add a hypertext transport protocol identifier 
portion off the first request to a hypertext transport 
protocol identifier portion of the second request; and 

associate an element associated with the header 
portion a'ssociated with the first request with the 
hypertext transport protocol identifier portion of the 
second rec uest . 
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